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“Living Carefully”      Text – Ephesians 5:15-16        OT Reading – Proverbs 2


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
At the end of Luke 2 we read the story of Jesus, as a boy of 12, getting left behind at the temple by His parents.  
Now, I am sure you boys and girls remember this story well.  
Joseph and Mary had taken Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover.  
And the Passover feast having ended, and thinking that Jesus was with the group they were travelling with, his parents did not notice His absence for a whole day.  
Eventually though, after much searching and anxiety, three days later (Just imagine that parents, not knowing where your 12 year old child is for three whole days!!), the Bible tells us that “they found Him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  Everyone who heard Him was amazed at His understanding and His answers.”  

Now, it might be tempting for us, given our familiarity with this story, to say, ‘Oh well.  He is the Son of God.  Where else would He be but at the temple discussing God’s Word!’  
And equally, we might be tempted to be unsurprised at hearing that His answers and questions amazed everyone.  After all, He is omniscient; He does know everything!  
However, we need to remember that Jesus was both fully God and fully man.  
And in terms of His humanity, He had to learn just as you and I learn.  
He was not born able to do complex mathematical sums as a newborn.  
Like us, He had to learn to read and write.  He had to memorize Scripture.  
Like all other boys and girls raised in God-fearing homes, He had to attend ‘Christian school’ and ‘catechism classes’ just as we do.  
The last verse of Luke 2 says, “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.”  
Hebrews 5:8 says, “He learned obedience.”  
And this does not mean He was unwise or disobedient first, but that He had to learn and grow in wisdom and obedience.  

So what this story about Jesus in the temple reveals to us is that He was where He wanted to be and doing what He wanted to do, because he knew that it was what was most necessary at that time.  
To borrow a phrase from the text before us today, He was “making the most of every opportunity.”  

And one of the reasons why Jesus was able to do this, at just twelve years of age, was because He never wasted a single moment of time.  
Just think about that for a moment in terms of your life: He never wasted a single moment of time.  

And not only did He not waste any time, He made the most of every single moment of time.  
	He slept only as long as was physically necessary for the work of the next day.  

Whenever He studied it was with perfect concentration.  
	His ‘spare’ time was given not to idle pursuits or lazing in the sun, but to equipping Himself, training Himself, readying Himself for the work He was called to do.  

Thus, when Jesus found Himself surrounded by the teachers of the law, at just twelve years of age, He was capable of amazingly learned theological, pastoral, and apologetic discussion, because of how He used His time.  Very simply, congregation, Jesus lived carefully.

And it is careful living that is before us in this passage today.  
So, as we approach this passage, let’s remember the story of Jesus in the temple.

Now, as we consider this passage, itself, those of you who have the NIV in front of you will see that v15 is a little indented.  
And this is done to help us see that Paul begins a new section or sub-section here.  
The Greek word that indicates this for us is the word oon.  Generally, it is translated as “therefore” in English, or something similar like “then” as it is in this verse.  Its purpose is to force us to consider what has been said as the basis for what is about to be said.

If you remember back some months ago, we looked at the significance of this word when we began with chapter 4.  There, the Greek word oon is also translated as “then.”  
Its purpose there was to direct us back into ch’s 1-3 as the basis for the demands of ch’s 4-6.  
Thus, it introduced the call to worthy living.
It appears again in 4:17.  Because we are called to worthy living, we are not to live as the Gentiles do. 
We saw it again 5:1, where Paul said, “Be imitators of God, therefore,” before going on to explain what it means to imitate God.
And now, we see it here again in v15.  In vv7-14, Paul has just reminded believers that they are light and not darkness.  And because believers are light, they are to live in the light as v8 makes clear.  
Thus, having reminded believers that they are the light in the Lord, he now summons believers to the life of wisdom in vv15-21.  Therefore, or so then, live wisely.

And so, in these verses, The Apostle Summons Believers to the Life of Wisdom.  And in vv15-16, he does this in two ways, firstly, by exposing the need for wisdom,
                             and secondly, by examining the fruits of wisdom; our two points.

Firstly then, The Apostle Summons Believers to the Life of Wisdom by exposing the need for wisdom in the last halves of vv15 and 16.  

To begin with, he says to these Ephesians and to all believers, “Be very careful then, how you live, not as unwise but as wise.”  

	Essentially, Paul says, the need for wise living arises from the fact that believers are wise.  
	You see, if we were unwise, it would be unreasonable for Paul to call us to live wisely.  
	Mr Dijkstra, for instance, is a fireman.  He has specialized skills that are necessary for his work.  
	Now, if I were to say to the rest of you, “live as a fireman,” that would be unreasonable, because you are not fireman.  

But if I was to say to Mr Dijkstra, “Live as a fireman,” that would be quite reasonable for that is what he is.  He is a fireman.
	And Paul knows that believers, in Christ, are wise.  That’s why he calls us to live wisely.


	And this has been Paul’s practise throughout the second half of Ephesians.  
	He began in 4:1 by saying, “Live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”  
	And he issued this command because in chapter 1:3, Paul says believers are those chosen by God “before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless.”  
	In Christ then, those who believe are holy and blameless.  That is what they are.  

And so, Paul is simply saying, Be who you are.  
	And it is this repeated call that we have been examining ever since 4:1.  As we have continued through chapters 4 and 5, what Paul has been saying is that if you are in Christ, you are humble, you are committed to unity, you are separated from the world, you are a Spirit pleaser, you are a lover of God and His people, and you are light.  Because you are united with Christ and He is all these things, so are you.
	So live like it!  Stop living like the devil.  

Stop living in the way that you used to live before Christ came into your life.  
	And it is the same here in vv15-16: You used to be unwise, but now, in Christ, you are wise.  So live like it!  


	And this begs a rather obvious question doesn’t it.  What is wise living?  What does it look like?  Well, this is what we will examine in the second point.  For now though, let’s go on to see that the need for wise living arises not only out of the fact that we are wise, in Christ, but also, as Paul says at the end of v16, “because the days are evil.”  
	Now Paul, of course, was writing to Christians who lived in Ephesus in the first century A.D.  
	He wrote to Christians living in a city famed for immorality of every kind.  
	But Paul also knew that some Christians were already facing, and all Christians would soon face, persecution of the worst kind.  
	And this too is in view with his description of the days as being evil.  


	Well, fast forward 2000 years, and his description is just as accurate.  We too live in evil days.  
	We too live surrounded by immorality of every kind.  
	Today though, immorality is far more pervasive and intrusive than it was back then, to the point that it is almost inescapable in one form or another.
	In addition, heresy flourishes within the ranks of those who claim to be Christians in a way that it never did back then.

Instead of persecution, the life of ease has brought about the scourge of materialism and the unstoppable pursuit of leisure and pleasure.
	And while we may be relatively free of persecution, that is not the case in many parts of the world.  
	In China, o

In Somalia, on Nov. 14, the body of a 23-year-old Christian convert, Mumin Abdikarim Yusuf, was discovered in Mogadishu's Yaqshid district.  Members of al-Shabaab, an Islamic extremist group, detained Yusuf and searched his home for Christian materials.  A 15-year-old Muslim boy had accused Yusuf of trying to convert him to Christianity.  In an attempt to gain evidence against Yusuf and to gain information about other Somali Christians, the extremists knocked out all of Yusuf's front teeth and broke several of his fingers. They then shot him twice in the head and dumped his body on an empty residential street.”  
Congregation, these are real people; someone’s son or husband or brother.

	Thus, the need for wisdom, for wise living, arises out of the fact that we are wise, in Christ, but also “because the days are evil.”


And so, the Apostle Summons Believers to the Life of Wisdom by exposing the need for wisdom, but also by examining the fruits of wisdom, our second point.

	And he does this firstly by his demand in the opening half of v15: “Be very careful, then, how you live.”
	Now, the Greek word translated here as “very careful” has within it the sense of being detailed, thorough, meticulous, deliberate, thoughtful, and accurate.  

	King Herod used the word when he instructed the Magi to go and find out where Jesus was.  He said, “Make a careful search.”  
	Luke used the word to describe his research as a “careful investigation,” and spoke of Apollos as one who preached “accurately.”  


	Earlier we read from Proverbs 2.  
	There we were called to turn our ears towards wisdom and to apply our hearts to understanding; “to look for it as for silver and search for it as hidden treasure.”  

We were told that discretion would protect us and understanding would guard us, that wisdom would save us “from the ways of wicked men” and “the adulteress.”  
	We were called to “walk in the ways of good men” and to “keep to the paths of the righteous.”


	And from all of this together, we learn that the lives we live as Christians are to be detailed, meticulous, thorough, deliberate, thoughtful, and accurate.  We are to live carefully.  
	We are to be those who pursue the study of God’s Word as though searching for silver or hidden treasure.  
	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, if you knew there was silver or hidden treasure just waiting to be found in a certain location, perhaps buried deeply, but certainly there, how much effort would you put into finding it?  
	Would you not plan carefully, make sure you had all the right tools, and give all your concentration and strength to the work of discovering that treasure?  I know I would!  
	Well, in terms of wisdom, the real treasure is in here (hold up the Bible).  
	While silver may be of some value for the brief 70 or 80 years of this life, the things of God are of value for eternity!  


	But not only are we to live carefully by being those who are devoted to the study of God’s Word, we are to live carefully in terms of our thoughts, words, and actions.  
	Again, thinking of what we read in proverbs 2, recall words like “insight,” “understanding,” and “discretion.”  
	The Bible frequently calls us to “consider,” to “think,” to “weigh up,” to “evaluate,” to “assess,” and to be “sensible” and “disciplined.”
	People of God, figuratively speaking, we are to be those who look both ways before we cross the road. 

We are to be those who carry the scales of God’s Word with us so that we may carefully weigh every thought, word, and action against the need of the moment, the eternal value for ourselves or others, and most importantly, the glory of God.
We are to be those who always think about consequences.  
We are to be those characterized by patience and tact.  
	We are to be those who constantly think about others, not self.  
	Sadly, many do not learn the value of the careful life until they are old.  As death and eternity draws ever nearer, they look back at a life full of wasted time, or worse, time that has been spent foolishly, immorally, and greedily with all of the sad and bitter consequences such living brings.

Young people, don’t wait to learn the value of the careful life.  In terms of every word you choose to speak, in terms of your time and what you do with it, in terms of your money and how you spend it, in terms of who you befriend and how you grow that relationship, in terms of your attachment to your bed, live carefully.

	But note in the first half of v16, that living carefully also means “making the most of every opportunity.” 
	Now, it is here that we return to a concept which we have already seen in abundance and will do with the remaining parts of Ephesians.  Again, Paul is not primarily interested with his instructions in harmony between men.  He is not primarily interested in creating a more pleasant environment within the church or the home.  No, Paul’s primary interest is in the evangelistic life.  He is calling Christians to a lifestyle that proclaims Jesus Christ.  And that’s how we must interpret the words “making the most of every opportunity.”  
	Again, recalling Jesus at the temple.  
	He was not there because He could not find anything better to do, or because He thought that that was where His parents would be most likely to find Him, or because He loved the cut and thrust of theological debate.  
	No, Jesus was there seeking to proclaim the gospel; to win people over from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.


	And He did it in the two ways that we must also do it; passively and actively.  
	Again, a verse in 1 Peter that we have often referred to reveals this passive evangelism.  
	1 Peter 2:12 says, “Live such good lives among the pagans that … they may see your good deeds and glorify God.”  
	Jesus, even as a 12 year old, boys and girls, behaved and spoke in a manner that always glorified God.  
	And He did this because He knew that people watch those who claim to be Christians.  
	Perhaps you have heard this very true saying before, “Most people will never read the four Gospels.  But your life is the fifth Gospel and people read you every day.”  
	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, you cannot live perfectly, but you must live carefully.  
	Live an ordered life.  Live a disciplined life.  Live a genuine life.  

Live a consistent life.  Live for Christ knowing that you are being watched.

	But, not only must you live a careful life that is passively evangelistic, you must also live a life that is actively evangelistic.  
	1 Peter 3:15-16 says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  
	You see, it’s not enough to live a life that is careful and above reproach.  You must create opportunities to speak about the things of God; to speak about the love of Christ; to speak about the sinner’s need of salvation.  
	Jesus said, “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.”  But He also said, “Whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.”  
	And so, when your schoolmate asks you if you went to that concert at the stadium on Sunday, you need to make the most of the opportunity. 
	“No, I didn’t.  I like that band and it was a shame to miss them, but I would rather miss them than miss the opportunity to worship Christ.”
	When the person next to you on the train comments about the terrible crime story in the magazine they are reading, you need to make the most of the opportunity.  
	“Yes, it is terrible.  Why do you think someone would do such a thing?”
	When your workmate asks you about the school you send your children to, you need to make the most of every opportunity.  
	I send them to a Christian school because I believe….”
	And congregation, there is no excuse for failing to do this.  
	If you are not sure what to say, learn.  Talk to others who have learned.  
	Talk to your elder and explain that you want to learn to do this.  
	Use the library.  Practice with each other.  
	If you had to learn a new skill to get a pay rise at work, you would do whatever it took, wouldn’t you?

Well, you have been rescued from hell, and redeemed to heaven, and Jesus Christ calls you to confess His name before men.  
	Surely He deserves that from you?


	Our lives are to be passively and actively evangelistic.  We must make the most of every opportunity.
	And whether its in regards to preparation for evangelism or any other aspect of the life of wisdom that we have considered today, remember James 1:5:  “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  


	Finally congregation, we have been summoned to the life of wisdom by considering the need for wisdom and noting the fruits of wisdom in these two short verses.  
	And we began by recalling the story of Jesus in the temple.  I want to end, then, by asking you a question: If it had been you who was left behind in Jerusalem for three days, where would you have been found?  
	Would you be at the marketplace selling something to try and make your fortune?

Would you be with other ‘tourists’ exploring the sights of this wonderful city?  
Would you be playing marbles or dolls, or rugby or netball, or putting fatter wheels onto your new donkey cart, or whatever the current toys or sports or hobbies were at that time?  
Would you be out shopping for the latest fashions or appliances?
Would you be snoozing in the shade somewhere; enjoying the opportunity for some ‘much needed’ rest?  
Would you be at the pub, or the massage parlour, or in prison?  
Or, would you be living carefully, “not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil”?

The grace of our God is such that in Christ there is forgiveness of sins, even for the time we have wasted.  So don’t live each day with the guilt of past sin.  Confess your sin, before the Lord.  Ask Him to forgive you, and know that in Christ you are guilt-less!  

But ask Him also for wisdom to live carefully.  Amen.

